Listening and speaking weeks )

Unit6 Listening to a story: the hidden (® Keywords

elements naive: childlike,

innocent
Mood |
suspense: tension

The mood of a story is the atmosphere that the narrator creates while

telling the story. Stories can be funny or tragi i i
a = .
A story can make you feel happy or s?;d. i

Tone

Both thefe narrator’s words and his or her tone of voice contribute to the 1
mood of the story. The narrator may use a sad tone of voice when telling /

a sad story or an amused tone of voice when telling a funny story. 3

Timeline /

Most s'fories cons-ist of a sequence of events. The narrator sets the scene ,' N
in the 1ntroduct.10n. In the middle part tension starts building. As the
suspense or tension builds up, the reader wants to see how the story

ends. The end may be sad or happy or funny. A good story keeps the \ o
listener interested until the end. )

Ironic twist

An ironic twist is a sudden change in the story or a surprising turn of
events. The writer Roald Dahl, for example, gives an ironic twist to
traditional fairy tales. His version of the well-known story “Little Red
Riding Hood” ends with a totally unexpected scene. Everyone knows
Riding Hood is a naive girl who depends on others to rescue her. In
Roald Dahl'’s story, however, she pulls out a revolver and shoots the wolf.

Activity 6.1 Listening to a story and interpreting mood,
tone, timeline and ironic twist: group work

30 minutes
1. Before your teacher reads you a story, read through the questions below.

Listening to Hooting owls o paE 9 "7‘
a) Does the story have an introduction that sets the scene? (1) |
b) Does the story create some suspense? Explain your answer. 2

¢) Is the mood created by the story sad c;rjolly?

d) Is the narrator’s tone of voice serious, relaxed or humorous?

e) The end of the story has an ironic twist. There is a surprising turn
of . Explain your answer. 3) J

2. Listen to your teacher reading you the story of the hooting owls. Then, in
groups, answer the questions above.

Total: 8
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Folktales: The message

Themessage

Pre-readinactivity

YOlhavebeenaskecto takea parcelfrom PointA to Point g
severawaysyoucangetthere.Of course, you can walk, but |
farandyou'refeelinga bit relaxedand laid-back, and YU think there are
quickemeansoftransporto getyouthere. However, each timeyoutry

one,somethinhappensandyoucan'tgetany further. Sg, yOU haveto
try another.

Theregre
t's quite

Writea storyinthefirstpersonthat Usesall of this information. Dream
upa goodpunchyending.

Whereveryonédntheclasshasfinished,the teacher
smaligroupsoffour.Eachpersonin the group reads
totheothersAskonepersonin yourgroupto be you
wherthewholeclasscomestogetherfor a report-ba
personcangivea briefsummaryof all four stories.

will divide you jnto
her or his story

I group’s reporter
cksession. That

Thisisthestoryof FullMoon Tick andHare
; ,and the messagethat Moon
sentthepeoplea long,long time ago. ° >

Thiswasno ordinarymessageindeedit
YouseeMoondoesnot reall
timeat full moonMoonwa
dleandcomealiveagain,s

] Wwasa mostimportant message.
ydie.Shecomesback again, aswe seeeach
ntecthepeopleto know this truth, "Justas|
Oyoualsoshalldie and live again."
MoondecidethatTick shoulcbethe
tothep(_aopIeShekneV\thatIazyTick
andwaitfor a goator goatherco co
ofthemandhitcha rideto the kraal
woulcreactthepeoplein notimeat

oneto takethis important message
wouldjustsitin the shadeof a shrub
Mepast.Then he would jump on one
wherethe fireswere, and the message
all. SaTick wasgiven the messageto

UnfortunatelT;i
Tideepartecg(l)%l\\l/lvgzﬂ()t.Or:“y|aZY- healsodid not seevery well. When
undethenearesyft ot L. (Nemessageit wassitill night. He crept

ft of < . -
ThereheawaitechisOpp%ﬁlfnﬁ;_d sleptuntil the goats started grazing.
Asthefirstshadovs

ell < .
Uptheshinbonip 1 actosthetuft of grass Tick crept out, crawled

rontof hj . ;
madEaterriblemistake(Ihlmandheld ontight, but, ohhh ... Tick had

Shekeptrepeatingthe messageover and overto
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himselfsoasnot to forgetit, the earthdisappearefrom underneatrhim,
andthetkau treesand the milk bushesgrew smallerand smaller.

Onlythendid herealisethis goathad feathersinsteadof fur! The sand-
grousisquawkecasshepreparedo landon a far awaybush Sheshook
herfeathersvigorously,andTick flew throughthe air and landed on a tuft
of reeds.

That sameevening Moon peeped throughthe milk busheson the far side,
hopingto seethe peopledancing for joy at hearingthe good news,but it
wasvery quietand the fireswereburning low. From the weepingof the
children shecould hearthat someonewasvery ill. Then Moon realised
thatTick had not yet deliverecthe goodnewsto the people.

Theseconcnight, a few dropsof rain fell, sothe sandaroundTick was
hummingwith springbokand gemsbokgambolling for joy. A shadow
fell acrossthe tuft of reedswhereTick satwaiting andTick thought,
"Thisisit,” and he

clamberecon.

Ohno, but thiswas
nota goatto whose
shinbonTick was
attached By thetime
Tick realisecthis, the
gemsbolwasalready
gallopingpastthe
kraal,alongthe trail
of raindropsyonder,
in thedirection of

the sunset.

Whenthe gemsbok
stoppecto grazein the
lateafternoon Tick
realisethatanother
dayhad goneby
withoutthe message
havingbeendelivered.
Andnowthekraal lay
beyonctheridgethat
washeyondthe
furthestridge still.
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