
Listening and speaking

Unit6 Listening to a story: the hidden
elements

Mood

The mood of a story is the atmosphere that the narrator creates while
telling the story. Stories can be funny or tragic, serious or light-hearted.
A story can make you feel happy or sad.

Tone

Both the narrator's words and his or her tone of voice contribute to the
mood of the story. The narrator may use a sad tone of voice when telling
a sad story or an amused tone of voice when telling a funny story.

Timeline

Most stories consist of a sequence of events. The narrator sets the scene
in the introduction. In the middle part tension starts building. As the
suspense or tension builds up, the reader wants to see how the story
ends. The end may be sad or happy or funny. A good story keeps the
listener interested until the end.

Ironic twist

An ironic twist is a sudden change in the story or a surprising turn of
events. The writer Roald Dahl, for example, gives an ironic twist to
traditional fairy tales. His version of the well-known story "Little Red
Riding Hood" ends with a totally unexpected scene. Everyone knows
Riding Hood is a naive girl who depends on others to rescue her. In
Roald Dahl's story, however, she pulls out a revolver and shoots the wolf.

Activity 6.1 Listening to a story and interpreting mood,
tone, timeline and ironic twist: group work

30 minutes

1. Before your teacher reads you a story, read through the questions below.

Listening to Hooting owls

a) Does the story have an introduction that sets the scene?

b) Does the story create some suspense? Explain your answer. (2)

c) Is the mood created by the story sad or jolly?

d) Is the narrator's tone of voice serious, relaxed or humorous?

e) The end of the story has an ironic twist. There is a surprising turn

of . Explain your answer.

2. Listen to your teacher reading you the story of the hooting owls. Then, in

groups, answer the questions above.

Total: 8
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Folktales: The message

The message

Pre-reading activity
YOU have been asked to take a parcel from Point A to Point B. There areseveral ways you can get there. Of course, you can walk, but it's quite
far and you're feeling a bit relaxed and laid-back, and you think there arequicker means of transport to get you there. However, each time you tryone, something happens and you can't get any further. So, you have totry another.

Write a story in the first person that Uses all of this information. Dream
up a good punchy ending.

When everyone in the class has finished, the teacher will divide you intosmall groups of four. Each person in the group reads her or his storyto the others. Ask one person in your group to be your group's reporterwhen the whole class comes together for a report-back session. Thatperson can give a brief summary of all four stories.

This is the story of Full Moon, Tick and Hare, and the message that Moonsent the people a long, long time ago.

This was no ordinary message! Indeed, it was a most important message.You see, Moon does not really die. She comes back again, as we see eachtime at full moon. Moon wanted the people to know this truth, "Just as Idie and come alive again, so you also shall die and live again."
Moon decided that Tick should be the one to take this important messageto the people. She knew that lazy Tick would just sit in the shade of a shruband wait for a goat or goatherd to come past. Then he would jump on oneof them and hitch a ride to the kraal where the fires were, and the messagewould reach the people in no time at all. So Tick was given the message to

Unfortunately, Tick was not only lazy - he also did not see very well. WhenTick departed from Moon with the message, it was still night. He creptunder the nearest tuft of grass and slept until the goats started grazing.There he awaited his opportunity.
As the first shadow fell across the tuft of grass, Tick crept out, crawledup the shinbone in front of him and held on tight, but, ohhh ... Tick hadmade a terrible mistake. As he kept repeating the message over and over to
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himself, so as not to forget it, the earth disappeared from underneath him,

and the tkau trees and the milk bushes grew smaller and smaller.

Only then did he realise this goat had feathers instead of fur! The sand-

grouse squawked as she prepared to land on a far away bush. She shook

her feathers vigorously, and Tick flew through the air and landed on a tuft

of reeds.

That same evening, Moon peeped through the milk bushes on the far side,

hoping to see the people dancing for joy at hearing the good news, but it

was very quiet and the fires were burning low. From the weeping of the

children, she could hear that someone was very ill. Then Moon realised

that Tick had not yet delivered the good news to the people.

The second night, a few drops of rain fell, so the sand around Tick was

humming with springbok and gemsbok gambolling for joy. A shadow

fell across the tuft of reeds where Tick sat waiting and Tick thought,

"This is it," and he

clambered on.

Oh no, but this was
not a goat to whose

shinbone Tick was
attached! By the time

Tick realised this, the
gemsbok was already
galloping past the
kraal, along the trail
of raindrops yonder,
in the direction of
the sunset.

When the gemsbok
stopped to graze in the
late afternoon, Tick
realised that another
day had gone by
without the message
having been delivered.
And now the kraal lay
beyond the ridge that
was beyond the
furthest ridge still.
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